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HOUSE SENSE MOTIVATION

LANDSCAPING TRENDS SPRING INTO ACTION QUOTES

Get the dirt on this year’s latest and greatest March signals the end of the first quarter and the start of spring. It’s a great time to take
gardening trends! stock of goals and plans for 2018 to see what kind of progress you’ve made so far and to

) ) tweak and adjust as necessary.
It’s the time of year when many of us start coming

up with ideas on how to jazz up our outdoor If you're looking for some advice to reinvigorate you and put that spring back into your step,
space. If you're the type who can’t wait to get here are some motivating quotes to help get you going:
your hands dirty, here are ideas to inspire you:

1. “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence,

Natural Materials - Wood and rocks are popular therefore, is not an act but a habit.” -- Aristotle
gardening materials as people are moving towards

) 8 Now is a really good time to take stock not only
a more organic and authentic look.

of the month behind you, but also the quarter

Cozy Comfort - The Danish concept of Hygge behind you as well.

is ab9ut creating cquortable gt‘:\thering .areas 2. “Take the first step in faith. You

for friends and family §uch as pillow chairs that don’t have to see the whole staircase,
surround an outdoor fireplace. just take the first step.”

Grow Local - Sprawling lawns are being replaced -- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

with edible landscapes so homeowners can Entrepreneurship is an adventure, and
organically grow their own fruits, vegetables and like any great story, it has peaks and

herbs. valleys. Take your first steps in the faith

eGardening - Smartphone apps make it easy to that it will be for your greatest good.

plan and grow your garden based on your climate 3. “Act or accept.” -- Anonymous

zone. They can even alert you if a cold snap is .
At the end of the day, your life is up to

coming so you can cover your plants. i i o T T EOL
you. You can choose to accept the things

Gardening Gadgets - Robot grass mowers and you don’t like, or you can choose to take action. It’s all up to you.
customizable sprinkler systems that monitor
the weather and adjust watering schedules are
helpful for those who love lush lawns.

4. “Many great ideas go unexecuted, and many great executioners are without ideas. One
without the other is worthless.” -- Tim Blixseth

So you want to be an entrepreneur? You’ll need the big idea and vision. You have to execute

Polly Plants - Cr: n invitin rden lantin . . -
el AR = (et e [ il Ereie (7 [l el on your great idea or it really isn’t that great.

bright, nectar rich flowers that will attract a

variety of pollinators such as butterflies and 5. “Success is the ability to go from failure to failure without losing your enthusiasm.”
hummingbirds. -- Winston Churchill

Regardless of whether or not you follow the latest Churchill said, “Never, never, never give up.” Don’t quit and stay stuck in your old ways of
trends this spring, here’s to digging in and getting thinking and doing. Make this your best year ever by getting the support and resources you
your hands dirty! need to keep your enthusiasm high and your spirit going strong through the lean times.

6. “The best way to predict the future is to create it.” -- Unknown

It’s all about accountability. You can mold and create the life you want to live and the life-
style of your choosing. It’s all up to you to take those first steps.

Will 2018 be your best year yet, both professionally and personally? That’s all up to you.

It starts with your mindset and attitude, and then carries through in your work ethic and
actions. Will you ensure your own success? Now is a great time to evaluate and if necessary,
re-evaluate your choices so far.

Serving home buyers, home sellers, homeowners and real estate professionals across North America.



REPLACEMENT COST QUIZ

Landscaping and Fence
Guess the average cost of the following:
1. Lay Soil and Sod [ $1-2/sq.ft. [1$3-6/sq.ft. [0 $7-9/sq.ft.
2. Sprinkler System [] S600 []S900 [J $1,200
3. Retaining Wall - Concrete [] $55/sq.ft. [1$85/sq.ft. [ $105/sq.ft.
4. Retaining Wall - Wood [0 $45/sq.ft. [ $65/sq.ft. [0 $75/sq.ft.
5. Fence Chain Link 4ft. high [ $10-20/lin. ft. [1$25-30/lin. ft. [ $35/lin. ft.
6. Fence Cedar Wood 5ft. high [J $15-30/lin. ft. [1$35-40/lin. ft. [ $55/lin. ft.
7. Fence Pressure Treated 5ft. high [ $10-20/lin. ft. [0$25-30/lin. ft. [ $35-45/lin. ft.
8. Reset Fence Post in Concrete [ $80 [Js110 ] $130

1.$3-6/sq. ft. 2.$1,200 3.555/sq. ft. 4. $45/sq. ft. 5. $10-20/lin. ft. 6. $15-30/lin. ft. 7. $10-20/lin. ft. 8. 580
Estimates reflect the average basic costs for supplies and installation of building materials. Costs may vary depending on regions, upgrades ,
complexity and disposal fees, It is our strong recommendation that you obtain three written quotes from reputable licensed contractors for validation.

CONTACT YOUR HOME INSPECTOR FOR A FULL VERSION OF OUR
“RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING ESTIMATES”.

SPRING NEW LIFE INTO HOME

It’s finally that time of year to begin to refresh and reorganize
your home!

Spring will soon be sprung which means fresh scents, chirping
birds and new life in the garden! It’s time to bring that spring
fresh feeling into your home so open the windows, let the
fresh air in and...

e Create a spring cleaning checklist.

e Focus on only one room at a time.

e Throw out all expired items.

e Vacuum and rotate your mattresses.
e Clean under the beds.

With a clean, fresh home under your belt, you’ll be all set to
focus on cleaning up your outdoor furniture so that you can
enjoy the summer months that are just around the corner!

WASHING THE DISHWASHER

Leftover food and soap scum can really gunk up your
dishwasher.

Cleaning the dishwasher isn’t something we tend to
think of but debris builds up over time which reduces its
performance. Here are a few tips that’ll help keep your
dishwasher in tip-top shape:

1. Get Rid of Gunk - Clean the filter to get rid of caked on
food and other debris to help with drainage and general
cleaning.

2. Clean Up - Pour a cup of white vinegar into your dish-
washer to wash away grease, grime and calcium deposits.

3. Freshen Up - Sprinkle a cup of baking soda along the
bottom of your dishwasher before running it on a short,
hot cycle.

4. Accessories - Don’t forget about the racks and cutlery baskets as they can also accumulate grease
and food pieces.

Your dishwasher needs to be properly maintained in order to perform at its best. If you follow these
tips, your dishwasher will run more efficiently which will extend its lifespan, plus your dishes will be
extra clean and sparkly!




INSPECTION INSIGHTS

AN EXCERPT FROM PILLAR TO POST"HOME INFORMATION SERIES.
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HOME INSPECTOR FOR A FULL VERSION.

EXPANSIVE SOILS

Expansive soils are soils that are sensitive to

moisture. Expanding or shrinking soil can
cause structural components to move including

footings, foundation walls and floor slabs. Although
the soils are called expansive, we are concerned
about expanding and shrinking soils.

Expert Consultation Required

If your home is affected by sensitive soils, an expert
is required. In some cases the main focus is to keep
the soil from drying out. In other areas, the focus is
to keep the soil from getting wet! You have to know
what kind of sensitive soil you are dealing with and

how it interacts with your environmental conditions.

Trees

In some areas that have sensitive soil, the moisture
content in the soil is fairly stable year round and no
problems result. Tree roots can change the balance
however. Tree roots will seek out moisture and rob
the clay of its moisture content causing the soil to
shrink. The result is that homes in these areas only
experience problems when trees are in close
proximity to the building.

PERSONAL INSIGHTS
YOUR GARDEN STYLE

Spending time in a garden is therapeutic and
proven to slash stress. With so many mind/body
benefits, it’s no wonder your favorite “garden
style” reveals a lot about you.

If you prefera ...

Rose or Flower Garden: You're a sunny charmer.
You have a sunny personality and bring others
what a bouquet of cut flowers brings to your
home - a sense of joy.

Container Garden: You're a visionary.

You see the greater potential in all things.
Where others see limitations, you see opportu-
nities for growth.

Vegetable or Herb Garden: You’re a creative
caretaker.

It is a smart strategy to grow some of your own
food, one that reflects your down-to-earth
mentality.

Water Garden: You're a can-do dreamer.
Water is capable of shaping its surroundings.
You are up to sculpting your own future with
optimism and hard work.

The recommendation is to plant trees a distance from the house
equal to the expected mature height of the tree.

Subsurface Watering
In some areas, to keep the clay stable, soaker hoses are buried in the
ground to water the soil and maintain consistent moisture content.

Passive Solutions

In some cases a passive approach will solve the problem. If the
problem is shrinking soil, look for ways to reduce drying of the soil.
If the problem is swelling soil, look for ways to reduce water in the
immediate vicinity of the home.

Structural Intervention

If a passive approach won’t work, more serious intervention may be
required, such as removing and replacing soil, underpinning, helical
screw piles or rebuilding the affected part of the foundation.

SURPRISING EGGSHELL USES

e

Before you toss those eggshells in the trash, try one of these
genius uses in your home and garden:

Grow Healthier Plants: Feed your plants with vitamin rich
eggshells: Before planting, sprinkle crumbled-up shells into
holes in soil, then every 2 weeks sprinkle shells over garden
soil for added vitamins.

Repel Garden Pests: Eggshells help keep pests like slugs and
snails away from plants.

Unclog a Sink: Got a clogged up drain? Try flushing down
crushed eggshells to help break up the buildup of grease and
hair.

Boost Your Compost: Toss eggshells into your compost
pile to give it a calcium boost.



If you would like to use any of this content, please contact marketing@pillartopost.com

HOUSEWATCH MAINTENANCE
CLAY SOILS

Positives of Clay Soil

e Retains moisture well.

e Tends to be more nutrient-rich than other soil types.

e Particles that make up clay soil are negatively charged and they
can pick up positively charged particles, such as calcium, potassium,
and magnesium.

Negatives of Clay Soil

e Slow draining.

¢ Slow to warm in the spring.

e Compacts easily, making it difficult for plant roots to grow.
e Tendency to heave in winter.

e Tendency to be alkaline.

CONTACT PILLAR TO POST® TO SCHEDULE YOUR HOME INSPECTION

MOTIVATIONAL QUOTES

“Inaction breeds doubt and fear. Action breeds
confidence and courage. If you want to conquer fear,
do not sit home and think about it.

Go out and get busy.”

Dale Carnegie
American Author

PILLAR TO POST
HOME INFORMATION SERIES
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WHY PILLAR TO POST®?
Pillar To Post”is North America’s
leading home inspection company.
We are committed to quality in the
service we provide to real estate
professionals, home buyers and
sellers. Our training, reporting and
professionalism are second to none
in the industry.

WE WORK WITH YOU

Our goal is to enable you to have
confidence in the home buying

decision and transaction process.

The inspection provides an excellent
opportunity to gain in-depth knowledge
about the home. During the inspection,
we will point out and discuss areas of
concern regarding the property. We
then provide a detailed, unbiased
report with all this information.

(800) 294-5591
pillartopost.com
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